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1 PETER ii. 18. 


—Be ready always to give an Anſæuer 
to every Man that aſketh po a 
Keaſon of the Hope that is in you. 


E Oppoſition Chriſtianity bath 
TT; met with in every Age, is no 

© more than what any Man 
, ſures expect, who conſiders 
the Difference between the Spirit of it, and 
the Spirit of this World ; and no Chriſtian 
can be ſurprized at it, who remembers how 
expreſly it was foretold by its bleſſed Author. 
The ſame Carnal-mindedneſs that raiſed Per- 
ſecution in the firſt, will produce Scoffers in 
the latter Ages; the fame divine Perſon fore- 
ſaw both, and his Diſciples muſt now be pre- 
B pared 
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pared to expect Mac kings and Revilengs, as 
they were then Bonds and Affiidrons. 

Tun Method taken by our modern Op- 

poſers, is, not directly to attack, but covert- 
ly to undermine; to take the Habit, and uſc 
the Language of Friends, and betray with 2 
Hail Maſter, and a Kiſs: They generally 
lay hold of ſome Errors of Believers, carry 
them to their utmoſt Length, in order to 
make their Abſurdity more manifeſt, and 
thus expoſing them, hope to infinuate a Diſ- 
belief of that Religion to which ſome have 
connected them, when, in reality, there is 
not the kaſt Relation between them. 
- InsTANCEs might be given in almoſt all 
the Writings of Unbelievers, but in none 
doth this appear more glaringly, than in a 
* /ate artful Performance, wherein the Sen- 
timents and Language of ſome ſincere, but 
enthuſiaſtic Believers are made uſe of, not to 
expoſe their ungrounded Fancies, but to at- 
tack the molt reaſonable Religion, moſt wor- 
thy an All-wiſe God, and beſt ſuited to Men 
of the moſt ſober and found Minds. 

As Doctrines fo deſtructive of Chriſtianity 
could not be entertained in the firſt and pu- 


rer 
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rer Apes, let us examine the Beginning and 
Progreſs of them, and we ſhall fee the De- 
grees by which this Opinion roſe, which hath 

given the Enemy this Advantage. 
Tre firſt Preachers of the Goſpel knew 
how impoſſible it was to make Men ſet their 
Thoughts in earneſt on Religion, withont 
the preventing and affifiny Grace of God. 
Somewhat was neceſſary to prepare the Mind 
to receive Truths fo contrary to corrupt Na- 
ture. To be dead to this World, and rife 
again unto Righteouſneſs, ſeemed next to im- 
poflible for thoſe who had entirely bent their 
Thoughts, and fet their Affections on Things 
below; when to diſcard one favourite Paſſion, 
or part with a darling Loft, was kke cutting 
off a Right Hand, or plucking out a Right 
Eye. Since then it was thus impoſſible for 
Fleſb and Blood to enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven; for Men of carnal Minds, and 
worldly Affections, to receive the Truths of 
the Goſpel, they faw plainly fome power- 
ful Aſſiſtance was wanting to diſpel theſe 
Clouds of Paſſion, to counter- act this Ten- 
dency to Earth, and make them ſet their Af- 
fections on Things in Heaven. Nor was this 
the Perſuaſion of Chriſtians only: The Dif- 
| B 2 f culty 
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ficulty of calling off the Mind from ſenſible 
Objects, and worldly Purſuits, was perceived 
by all the Teachers of moral Virtue, and 
conſequently. the Expediency of foreign Aſ- 
ſiſtance. But did any ſober Chriſtan or Hea- 
then ever think that Virtue and Religion 
were not founded on Argument, becauſe the 
human Mind, when engaged by Pleaſure, or 
attach'd to worldly Affairs, was not of itſelf 
able fully to diſcern the Reaſons of them? 
Sour Chriſtians indeed by Degrees went 
much farther, and inſtead of the Spirit of | 
| God farſt preparing the Mind for believing, | 
and then intimating Reaſons for it, have 
talked of Faith being zmpreſſed on the Mind 
without any Reaſon at all : That they be- t 
lieve by a blind Impulſe, and are convinced ( 
without Argument by a Light which does not t 
help them to ſee the Truth, but (which is a 
very extraordinary Property of Light, and 
more like the Darkneſs of Egypt,) it affects 
their Feeling, it makes them feel what they 
can neither ſee nor underſtand, A Method 
of Conviction little ſuited to reaſonable Crea- 
tures, and moral Agents, but extremely well 
adapted to the Calviniſtical and ſome other 


' Syſtems. This Opinion having been lately 
| revived 
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revived with unuſual Zeal, the Writer before 
us embraces the Principle, as beſt ſuiting his 
Deſigns, carries it to its utmoſt Height with 
ſo much Art and Addreſs, that many on both 
Sides are pleaſed and glory in it. The Fa- 
vourers of the Doctrine are fo blinded with 
a Fondneſs for their Principles, as not to ſee 
the Conſequences of them, and boaſt of fo 
able a Teacher; while Unbelievers are plea- 
| fed to ſee a Man encouraged, in attempting 
to undermine the Rock whereon Chriſtianity 
hath ſtood for ſo many Ages, encouraged, I 
ſay, by many Chriſtians, who vainly hope to 
found it on the Sand. 

AnpD accordingly one who hath given but 
too much Reaſon to ſuſpect his favouring the 
Cauſe of Infidelity, delivers it as his Opinion, 
that */ Chriſtianity be not founded on Ar- 
e gument, nor will bear to be tried by it, then 
« tt cannot poſſibly be of God; for as eternal 
* Reaſon and Truth are God's Will, or the 
* Rule and Meaſure of the Divine Conduct, jo 
* conſequently wwhatever comes from bim Will 
« admit of the ſtricteſt Scrutiny by way of 
* Reaſoning and Argument, ſeeing every thi 0 

e that 


* Sce Chubb on Redemption. Preface, 


6 CHRISTIANITY 


* that is of Divine Original has Reafon and 
* Truth for its Baſis.” 

Tus is the Conſequence that hath and 
will be drawn from this Doctrine; ſo that 
every ſerious Chriſtian muſt be deſirous of 
having this Stone. of Stumbling, and Rock of 
Ofence removed from amongſt us. 

TRE Place and Time allowed for theſe 
Diſcourſes, are not fuited to a full and ac- 
curate Examination of the Book; but the 
Weakneſs of the general Principles may be 
ſhewn, and ſome of the Confequences of the 
Doctrine deduced and expoſed. 

THe great Foundation of this pernicious 
Opinion, is, That Chriſtianity is deſigned for 
« Mankind in general; 4 Herd little capable 
* of Reaſoning, and unuſed to Argument; and 
« yet theſe muſt all believe in order to be ſaved: 
« There muſt therefore be fome other Ground 
&* for their Belief beſide Argument. To take no 
Notice, that this is a very different Account 
of Mankind, from what we have uſually met 
with from the fame Quarter ; where human 
Reaſon is magnified, and ſaid to be ſufficient 
for all the Purpoſes of Religion, and is now 
repreſented as not generally capable of the 


plaineſt Evidence, or which is founded the 
cleareſt 
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| cleareſt Revelation: To take no Notice, 1 
ſay, of this; Is not their being aſſured by 
thoſe whom they have no reaſon to doubt, 
That the Evidenceof their Religion is as full 
as can be defired; fat the Books of the 
New Teſtament in their Hands are delivered 
down to them from the Ages wherein they 
were written, and confirmed by the concur- 
rent Suffrage of every Age; that there is no 
doubt of their Genuineneſs or Credibility, and 
then their own reading in them the miracu- 
lous Works, and being ſenfible of the Good- 
neſs of the Doctrine, ich all who read muſt 
in ſome meaſure be ſenſible of ; are not theſe 
with the concurrent Faith of thoſe who have 
examined farther, Reafons for their believing ? 
If by the Grace of God theſe Reaſons are ſuf- 
cient to produce in them à lively Faith fruit- 
ful of good Works, can their Belief be termed 
irrational, or ſaid not to be founded on Ar- 
gument ? 

TaxsE Reaſons and Arguments are ſuch 
as they are obliged to a& upon in almoſt 
every other Affair of Life; and why ſhall they 
not be allowed as Reaſons for them in their 
Religion? But will the Foundations of Chriſ- 
tianity be affected by the Foundations of their 


Faith ? 


— — . ad 


8 CHRISTIANITY 


Faith? If the Reafons on which they believe 
are ſufficient to anſwer all the Ends of Faith 
to them, will it follow that thoſe who look 
further will be able to ſee no more? That 
Chriſtianity hath no other Reaſons but what 
their Faith is built on? No, ſurely :- The 
more Men examine, if they examine without 
Prejudice, the more will they diſcover of the 
Grounds of our Religion, Every Truth is 
conſiſtent with itſelf, and with all other 


Truths; it may be viewed every way, and 


examined in every Light. And if the Proofs 
ariſing from WEEKS and ANALOGIES 
were never heard of by the Generality of 
Chriſtians, will it follow they are of no uſe 
to confirm the Faith of thoſe who have heard 
of and examined them ? 

Lr us conſider this in natural Religion: 
The great and moſt conſpicuous Works of 
the Creation, with the Conſent of all around 
him, are doubtleſs Reaſons for any Man to 
believe the Wifdom and Goodneſs of God ; 
but are more minute Enquiries into the na- 
tural World uſeleſs to confirm and ſtrength- 
en him in this Belief ? Or when Appearances 
ariſe which tend to weaken this Faith, is a 
particular and more curious Diſquiſition im- 


proper 
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proper to ſupport and vindicate the Truth ? 

Gop be praiſed the Caſe is the ſame with 
the Word of God: The great Truths of it, 
like the Light from Heaven, to which they 
are often compared in the Goſpel, make them- 
ſelves manifeſt, and plainly declare the Glory 
of God, and every the molt minute Particular, 
when carefully examined, ſheweth his Handy- 
work, Thoſe who are employed in the er- 
dinary Affairs of Life, will, by the Grace of 
God, fee Reaſons enough for their believing 
it, and thoſe who ſincerely ſeek for more, 
will be abundantly fatisfied. It will prove 
like its Type, the Manna, which came down 
from Heaven, of which the Children of V 


rael gathered ſome more, ſome leſs, and yet 


he that gathered much had nothing over, and 
he that gathered little had no lach; they ga- 
thered every Man according to his eating. 
Bur it is not from Reaſon only he would 
prove Chriſtianity to have no Foundation in 
Argument, but from thoſe facred Volumes 
which are the Records of it : But let us exa- 
mine his Evidence. And firſt, that Miracles 
were not meant as Arguments: This Propo- 
ſition is ſo evidently contrary to the whole 
Tenor of the Goſpel, and the expreſs De- 
- 


clara- 
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clarations of our Lord himſelf, If 1 had not 
done among them Works which no other Man 
did, they had not had Sin, John xv. 24. The 
fame Works that I do bear Witneſs of me, 
that the Father hath ſent me, John v. 36. 
If T do nit the Warks of my Father, believe me 
not; but if I do, if ye believe not me, believe 
the Works, that ye may know and believe thut 
the Father is in me, and I in him, Join x. 
37, 39. This Aſſertion, I fay, is ſo evident- 
ly contrary to theſe expraſs Declarations, that 
one would wonder how any Man could pre- 
vail on himſelf to make it: But let us hear 
his Reaſons. Miracles, it ſeems, were only 
natural Efj:&s of Gofpel Benevolence. 

Tur Manner in which the Divine Power 
was manifeſted, was undoubtedly determined 
by Divine Gooaneſs 3 but can this, which is 
the greateſt Proof of the Power coming from 
God, be alledged as an Argument to impeach 
the Evidence ariſing from that Power? When 
there is no ſuch Proof of Goodneſs, that 
alone hath been thought ſufficient to deſtroy 


the Evidence that the Power came from God: 


This is very obſervable in the miraculous 


blaſting of the Fig-tree, and the ſending the 


Devils into the Herd of Swine, their being 
thought 
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thought Proofs of meer Power, and not Ma- 
nifeſtations of Goodneſs, hath been made a 
Pretence to prove theſe Miracles not to come 
from God; and by this Writer the very Re- 
verſe of this, The Miracles being full of 
Goodneſs, is made an Argument againſt the 
Evidence ariſing from the Power. Another 


Argument is, that our Saviour 7 ained the 


grateful Patients from publiſhing the Benefits 
they had received; See thou tell no Man was 
the general Charge. But was this in fact 
generally the Caſe ? Or was it ever the Caſe, 
but where plain and obvious Reaſons might 
be given for deferring the Publication till a 
more proper Seaſon ? Often it is, waere an 
immediate divulging it might have provoked 


the Rulers of the Jetos; as where our Lord 


healed on the Sabbath- day, or on ſome ſuch 
like Occaſion, which would have expoſed our 
Lord to the Reſentment of the Fews ; before 
he had performed the Work which was ap- 
pointed him. Indeed it is faid God would 
in ſuch a Caſe have preſerved him, till he had 
compleated the Work of his Miniſtry ; but 
ſuch a needleſs expoſing himſelf to Danger, 


. would have been tempting God, which he 


who was to be a perfect Pattern of Behavi- 
& 2 our 
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our to Mankind, always avoided giving any 
Encouragement to. Another Reaſon is, that 
he might not cauſe any Diſturbance among 
the People, but that he might live in that meek 
and inaſfenſiue, as well as die in that quiet 
and reſgned Manner which became the 
Lamb of God. 

Vr ſee both theſe Reaſons in St. Mat- 
thew's Goſpel, Chap. xii. 14, Sc. where, after 
our Lord had worked ſeveral Miracles on the 
Sabbath-day, we read, that the Pharijees went 
out and held a Council how they might deftrcy 
him ; but when Feſus knew it, he withdrew 
himſelf from thence, and great Multitudes fol- 
lowed him, and he healed them all, and char- 
ged them, that they ſhould not make him known : 
That it might be fulfilled which was ſpoken 
by Eſaias the Prophet, ſaying, Behold my Ser- 
vant whom I have choſen, my Beloved, in 
whom my Soul 1s well phaſed ; I will put my 
Sprrit upon him, and he ſhall ſhew Judgment 
to the Gentiles ; he ſhall not ffrive, nor cry, 
neither ſhall any Man hear his Voice in the 
Streets: A bruiſed Reed ſhall he not break, 
and ſmoaking Flax ſhall he not quench, till he 
fond forth Judgment unto Victory. Theſe are 


the Reaſons of our Saviour's Charge to thoſe 
: on 


ſhould tell no Man ; but where theſe Reaſons 
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on whom he wrought Miracles, that they 


did not ſubſiſt; where the Miracle carried 
with it no ſuch Danger to himſelf ; nor tend- 
ed to make a Diſturbance among the Peo- 
ple, was it not allowed to be publiſhed? Nay; 
was it not generally wrought in the moſt 
open and publick Manner ? I might begin 
with our Lord's firſt Miracle in Cana of Ga- 
lilee, of which the Evangeliſt ſays, (and it may 
ſerve to ſhew us the Deſign and Effect of his 
Miracles in general) This beginning of Miracles 
did Fefus in Cana of Galilee, and manifeſted 


forth bis Glory, and his Diſciples believed on 


him, 

I MIGaT, I fay, begin with this Miracle; 
mention- the miraculous feeding the Multi- 
tude, which, from the very Nature of it, 


could not but be publickly known, and pro- 


ceed almoſt through the whole Series of his 
Miracles: But I ſhall inſtance only in the 
greateſt of all, our Lord's raifing the Dead ; 
which ſeemed the peculiar Effect of Divine 
Power, ſince the Iſues of Life and Death are 
only in the Hand of God: Theſe Miracles, I 
ſay, of our Lord's raiſing the Dead were gene- 
rally ſhewn openly, in the Face of the Peo- 


ple, 
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ple. This is remarkable in almoſt every In- 
ſtance : In the Caſe of the Widow's Son; of 
Lazarus; and more eſpecially in that great 
Miracle of his own Reſurrection, the Nature 
of which, and Proofs ariſing from it, are ſo 
well known, and will be fo fully diſplayed 
in this Place, at the approaching ſolemn Sea- 
fon , that I ſhall reſtrain myſelf from ſay- 
ing any thing of the publick Nature of that 
great Anchor of our Faith. 
| SINCE therefore no Proofs againſt Miracles 
being deſigned as Evidence of the Divine Miſ- 
fron of our Saviour, can be brought, either 
from their being Manife/tations of Goſpel 
Benevolence, or from our Lord's frequent 
Charge to thoſe on whom they were wrought, 
that they ſhould el no Man, let us conſider 
fome other of this Writer's Pretences : Such 
as our Lord's checking the Jews for demanding 
a Sign from Heaven, But was this, becauſe 
their Expectation of Miracles was unreaſon— 
able, or to be blamed ? The Truth is, as they 
received their Law upon the Evidence of Mi- 
racles, they might reaſonably expect Signs in 
Proof of a Revelation, which was to null the 


Obligation of their Law. It is not therefore 
the 


Eaſter. 
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the Expectation of a Miracle, but the unrea- 
ſonable expecting a particular &:nd of Miracle 


that our Saviour diſapproves ; their not be- 


ing content with ſuch Manifeſtations of the 
Divine Power and Goodneſs as were ſuited 
to the Genius of the Goſpel, but their de- 
manding a Sign FROM HEAVEN : Such as 
the raining of Manna, which their Circumſtan- 
ces did not require; or the Thunderings and 
Lightenings of Mount Sinai, which were by 
no means ſuitable to the Temper of the Re- 
ligion they were demanded as Proofs of. This 
is followed by another very groſs Miſrepre- 
ſentation ; where the idle Curioſity of Herod 
is ſpoken of, as a towardly Diſpoſition for fu- 
ture Diſcipleſhip, i Miracles had been defign- 
ed as Means of Conviction. But every one 
muſt eaſily diſtinguiſh between this wanton 
Defire of ſeeing Wonders, and a ſincere Diſ- 
poſition to receive the Truth, which was a 

Temper our Lord never refuſed to gratify. 
FRoM theſe Arguments that Miracles were 
not deſigned as Proofs, he deſcends to another, 
from the Nature of Miracles themſelves ; that 
they could not ſerve as Evidence of a flanding 
Revelation ; and that is, that they could only 
be Proofs to thoſe that ſaw them. But is not 
| moral 
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moral Evidence ſuch as no reaſonable Man 
can, or ought to withſtand ? And when aid- 
ed by all its attendant Proofs, does it not 
carry with it almoſt all the Evidence of a De- 
monftration ? 

Or dces the Credibility of a Fact really di- 
miniſh by length of Time, in that Proportion 
that a fanciful Mathematician hath pretend- 
ed? Is it not now as'probable, that Cz/ar 
was killed in the Senate-Houſe, as it was an 
hundred Years ago? Or will it be leſs pro- 
bable an hundred Years hence ? Nay, is it 
not credible, that by the Diſcovery of ſome 
additional circumſtantial Evidence, a Fact 
may become even more probable long after 
it happened, than it appeared nearer the Time 
of it ? 

THERE being then no Argument againſt 
Miracles being deſigned as Proofs by our Sa- 
viour ; let us ſee the Uſe the Evangeliſts and 
Apoſtles made of them. St. John concludes 
his Account of the Miracles he hath recorded 
with theſe Words, And many other Signs 
truly did Feſus in the Preſence of his Diſciples, 
which are not written in this Book ; but theſe 
are written, that ye might believe that Teſus 
is the Chriſt the Son of God; and that believ- 


ing 
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ing ye might have Life through his Name, 
John xx. 30, 31. From hence it is evident, 
that the Evangeliſt thought Miracles Proofs 
to others beſides thoſe who ſaw them. 

St. Peter immediately after receiving the 
Holy Ghoſt, in a Diſcourſe to a very nume- 
rous Aſſembly at Feruſalem, declares, that 
Feſus of Nazereth was a Man approved of 
God among them, by Miracles, and Signs, and 
Wonders, as they themſelves alſo knew ; and 
then alledges the Completion of ſeveral Pro- 
phecies ; and afterwards from the united 
Force of Prophecy and Miracles makes this 
Concluſion, that God had made that ſame 
Teſus both Lord and Cbriſt, As ii. 14, &c. 
From hence it evidently appears, that the 
Chriſtianity the Apoſtles preached was found- 
ed on Argument. 

Bur fince it is as needleſs, as it is impoſ- 
ſible, in this Place to detect all the Sophiſtries 
of this Writer, I ſhall point out ſome of the 
moſt evident Conſequences of his Doctrine, 
for the Sake of ſuch ſincere Chriſtians, as may 
in ſome meaſure entertain the ſame Belief. 

The firſt is, that if Chriſtianity be not 
founded on Argument, it will be impoſſible 
to reaſon about it : To defend it by Argu- 


D ment 
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ment when attacked ; to reform it when cor- 
rupted ; to clear it from Miſrepreſentations; 
or to explain the Difficulties of it. 

If Mens Bclief is to be reſolved wholly 
into Impreſſions on their Minds, it is to no 
Purpoſe that we endeavour to perſuade, we 
muſt only propoſe. Objections ate not to be 
anſwered; nor the Reaſonableneſs of Reli- 
gion evinced ; we are not to attempt to ſhew 
the Agreement or Diſagreement of any Thing 
with the Sacred Text ; Scripture Expreſſions 
are not to be compared to ſettle their true 
Meaning ; Logic is needleſs ; and Criticiſm 
mult be diſcarded, 

Men are to expound according to their 
Feelings. And what are they to expound ? 
The Letter; which requires Learning to un- 
derſtand it, and Reaſoning to explain it ? 
No: They are to expound the Spirit of it 
according to their own Feelings ; to diſplay 
the Light within. Thus the Scripture will be 
ſoon neglected, and when the Fits of Enthu- 
ſiaſm are over, when the heated Brain cools, 
Men will be reduced to downright Infidelity 
This will certainly be the Efe# of put. 
ting our Faith entirely upon theſe inward 
Feelings. 


ANOTHER 
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ANnoTHEeR Conſequence of this Doctrine 
I cannot but mention in this Place, as it is 
avowed by this Writer himſelf : That all 
Methods to improve our Reaſon, and cultivate 
the human Mind are deſtrufive of this Foun- 
dation of Religion : And conſequently, that 
theſe noble Seminaries of Learning are uſe- 
leſs, and prejudicial to Religion, which will 
not, according to him, admit of the leaſt Al- 
liance with Reaſoning or Philoſophy. But 
what Reaſoning and Philoſophy are theſe ? 
Does he mean by Reaſoning the Dictates of 
ſound Logic; that Art which teaches us to 
concetve clearly, to judge truly, and deduce 
rightly ? Is this inconfiſtent with Religion? 
Or do our Free-thinkers manifeſt their Free- 
dom in any thing more, than in being entire- 
ly diſengaged from the Rules of right Rea- 
ſoning? Sure we are, that thoſe who have 
been the beſt Reaſoners have given Proof of 
their being as good Believers, 

BuT what is the Philoſophy that is incon- 
fiſtent with Religion? Is it that by which 
we trace out the Properties of Matter, and 
acquaint ourſelves with the Wonders of the 
natural World? Are there any Diſcoveries 
this Philoſophy can make inconſiſtent with 

D 2 Religion, 
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Religion, or which in the leaſt lead to In- 
fidelity? No: This Writer himſelf is obliged 
to own, that thoſe who have fludied Nature 
moſs have been the trueſt Diſciples of the Gof- 
pel. Did the great Philoſopher & really deſign 
his Chriſtian Paradores as a Series of Repug- 
nancies between Religion and Reaſon, as this 
Writer pretends ? Did he not believe the re- 
ligious Opinions he there mentions to be rea- 
fenable ? Or did he give them the Appear- 
rance of Paradoxes on any other Account, 
but to ſhew them in a ſtronger Light ? Or 
perhaps to humour a falſe Taſte for Quaint- 
neſs, which prevailed in the Age he wrote in ? 
But did his Philoſophy hurt his Faith ? Or 
has he not declared, that f? is only a flight 
Knowledge of Nature inclines Men to Atheiſm, 
but that a more intimate Acquaintance with 
her, brings them back again to Religion ? 
And this Writer himſelf confeſſes, that there 
Was never any one more ſtudious of, and ſuc- 
ceſsful in Philoſophy than his great and noble 
Diſciple T. And was he leſs ſtudious of Re- 
ligion? No: He made it his Buſineſs to put 
both on their true Foundations. His expe- 
rimental Labours have carried the true Know- 

ledge 

Lord Bacon. + The Hon, Mr, Boyle. 
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ledge of Nature farther than thoſe of any 
other Man ; and his Piety hath fo ordered it, 
that he, being dead, yet ſpeaketh ; and will 
(whatever Opinion this Writer may enter- 
tain of the Lectures founded by him) for 
ever ſpeak to the Confuſion of Atheiſm and 
Infidelity. But I mention him now, only 
to ſhew there is nothing in the Ph;loſophic, 
inconſiſtent with the Chriſtian Temper, of 
both which, perhaps, there never was a 
greater Inſtance ; fo far are they from being 
deſtructive one of another: And if more 
Proofs were wanting, I might mention the 
greateſt Philoſopher of this, or indeed of any 
Age or Nation, 

Bur does he mean by Philoſophy, that 
better Science by which Men are taught to 
know themſelves ; to purſue their true Happi- 
neſs, by ſtudying what is their real Intereſt, 
and the Means of attaining it? Ts Religion 
inconſiſtent with this Philoſophy ? Or does 
it not ſupply all its Defects, and carry it to 
the utmoſt Perfection, by affording us Means 
and Motives more effectually to root out 


Vice, and excite us to the Practice of Vir 
tue ? 


As 
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As Religion thus aids and befriends true 
Reafoning and genuine Philoſophy, we are as 
fare as Hiſtory and Experience can make us, 
that z/eſe, ever ſince Miracles ceaſed, have 
been the greateſt Friends of Religion : And 
when Chriſtians can be perſuaded to neglect 
theſe, they will, next to God's over-ruling Pro- 
vidence, Joſe its principal Supports. This 
Julian very well knew; and whatever this 
Writer may pretend, took the moſt likely 
Method to ruin Chriſtianity; when he ſhut 
op the Schools of human Learning to the 
Profeflors of it. But, Thanks be to God, his 
Deſign failed; and by the Learning and Ar- 
gument of Believers, the artful Deſigns of In- 
fidels bave been in every Age defeated. They 
Have tried the Strength of our Armour, and 
found it impenetrable ; and would now per- 
made us to lay it aſide: But let us not leave 
the Fortreſi that hath been hitherto impreg- 
nable for theſe Feelings and Impreſſions which 
will afford them an eafy Conqueſt, They 
will be ever yieldir ing like Waves of the Sea 


moved by every Wind; but when the Wind 


is once laid, they will ſoon ſettle into a dead 


Calm, Let us therefore make it appear, that 


we are not ignorant of their Devices. 


To 


: 
«a. 
— 4 
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To Religion we owe the Recovery and 


rue Continuance of Learning; and may Learn- 
- as ing continue to defend and illuſtrate Religion: 


us, May true Reaſoning be cultivated; Antiquity 
ave explored, and Nature ſtudied; that we may 
ind be able to uſe the Supplies they yield, to 
lect the Honour and Defence of Religion, the 
to- Glory of God, and the Good of Mens 
his Souls, 
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| lateſt and moſt compleat Book of its Kind. 
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I. Exact and eaſy Rules for the Pronunciation; as alſo 
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correct and elegant Diſcourſe. 
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Teacher of the French Language and the Claſſics, 


Confluxerunt enim & Athænas, & in hanc urbem multi 
inguinate loquentes ex diverſis locts quo magis expur- 
gandus eſt ſermo & adhibenda quaſi ebruſſa ratio. 
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N. B. The Author of this Book has taught for above 
the Space of fifteen Years, and continues to teach at 
Home and Abroad to ſeveral Gentlemen and Ladies, 
at proper Hours, the French Language, the Claſſics, and 
other Branches of a Gentleman's Education, and is to 
be heard of at his Houſe in Bolt-Court, Fleet-ftreet, at 
Mr. Sandby's Bcokſeller, and George's Coffee-Houſe, 
Temple- Bar. | 
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